Familial Barrett esophagus and adenocarcinoma of the gastroesophageal junction.
Barrett esophagus was found in seven members of a single family. Two of these patients also had adenocarcinoma of the gastroesophageal junction. Among family members who did not have Barrett epithelium, one had esophageal ulcerations with dysplasia in squamous epithelium and another had an esophageal stricture. The pattern of involvement suggests autosomal dominant inheritance of Barrett esophagus and/or gastroesophageal reflux disease in this family, with a strong predisposition for adenocarcinoma of the esophagus.